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Date

Speaker

Music

6th

Ken Hawkings

Recorded

13th

Amanda Crocker

John Glass

20th

Ken Hawkings

Recorded

27th

Richard Alford

Recorded

Topic

Sunday Lite

If you are visiting us on a Sunday afternoon we extend a very special
welcome to you. Please stay and join us for a cup of coffee/tea, and biscuits

Weekdays at the Centre
Monday

Bumps and Babies

10.00am 12.00pm

Except holidays

Monday

Messy Church

3.30pm - 5.30pm

2nd Monday

Monday

Little Fishes

9.00am for 9.30am

4th Monday

Monday

Kombatkids (Max)

6.00pm—8.00pm

07914046329

Tuesday

Residents Association

7.00pm

LAST of MONTH

Wednesday

Lunch Club (CCS)

12.30pm

3rd Wednesday

Wednesday

Shirley Band (Brian)

8.00pm– 10.00pm

07778467129

Thursday

Art Group (Don)

9.00am

01217049054

Thursday

WI.

7.00pm

FIRST of MONTH

Friday

Yoga (Jane)

10.00 - 12.00

07734284144

Saturday

Art Group (Bob)

10.00am—1.00pm

01564782349

Café in the Park

2nd Sunday each month

2pm — 4pm

Family Time

Umberslade Church is open on the last Sunday of the Month from 2.00pm - 4.00pm
Email: derrick_hancock@msn.com
Ken Hawkings
Derrick Hancock:

web: hockleyheathbaptist.co.uk
0121 351 2086
07981911605

FAITH MATTERS
Do you remember the children’s comedy record ‘I’ve lost my Mummy’? The
song tells the story of a little lad who finds himself lost in a big store. Shoppers,
and even the manager, attempt to both comfort and assist the little ‘un, but he
refuses to be consoled. Then his mother appears on the scene. His relief and joy
are short lived as she gives him a hefty whack saying, ‘That ought to teach you to
go and get lost!’ and the lad’s wailing resumes.
Many reading this will remember the distress when, as a child, you
became separated from a loved one whilst in the midst of a crowd. On the other
hand, some will recall the panic when, as a parent, you realised that your child
had vanished from view. Having been reunited, you then discovered that the
youngster was oblivious to the concern they had caused.
Interestingly, we read in the Bible of how Jesus, while still a boy, became
separated from his family when at a festival. His anxious parents went looking for
him only to find that he had other things occupying his attention and was unaware
of their concern.
I wonder if Jesus carried this incident in his heart when, nearly 20 years
later, he embarked upon his ministry, which he said was ‘to seek and to save that
which is lost.’ In the Bible, Jesus identifies himself as the Good Shepherd going
out and bringing together his sheep. He tells a parable of how the Shepherd will
leave the 99 in order to go after the one lost sheep. Having found it, the weary and
possibly injured creature is hoisted onto the Shepherd’s shoulder and returned to
the flock where it belongs.
Jesus further teaches how his own sheep will recognise his voice when he
calls them. For nearly 2000 years, he has continued to call both lost and straying
sheep into his fold. As with the parable of the lost sheep mentioned above, Jesus
is still proactive, seeking, calling and even carrying the hurting and injured home.
What, according to the Bible, should our response be to all of this? ‘If
today you hear his voice do not harden your heart…’ No matter how little or far
from God’s fold we have wandered, there is rejoicing in heaven over each sheep
found. There will be no hefty whack, nor sharp rebuke as in the song quoted at the
start! Any shed tears are likely to be tears of joy. The well-known 23rd Psalm
starts, ‘The Lord’s my Shepherd…’. Is he yours?
Stephen Richards
www.solidrocknews.co.uk
May 2018
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Our Centre is available for hire subject to terms and conditions.
Allocation Manager:
Mrs. Joan Hohmann
0121 439 7650

